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	Rural Opportunity Zones
Website Development Scholarships

	

	

	
Application Due Date

	July 15, 2014





	


1000 S.W. Jackson St., Suite 100
Topeka, KS  66612-1354
Phone: (785) 296-6815
TTY: 711
Fax: (785) 296-3776
TaxFree.ks.gov
E-mail: charris@kansascommerce.com





Rural Opportunity Zones Background
On April 11, 2011 Gov. Sam Brownback signed into law the Rural Opportunity Zones (ROZ) program. ROZ is designed to reverse dramatic population declines over the past decade in rural areas of Kansas. The program is a central component of a broader plan by the Brownback Administration to spur economic development and expand job growth in 73 counties around the state. The program went into effect July 1, 2011. 

The program has two main incentives: 
· A state income tax exemption for up to five years to individuals who move to a ROZ county from outside the state. Individuals must not have lived in Kansas for the past five years, nor have Kansas source income of more than $10,000 per year over the past five years. 
· Student loan forgiveness of up to $3,000 per year ($15,000 maximum benefit) for individuals who graduate from an accredited post-secondary institution and move to a ROZ county. NOTE: Each county must opt-in to this incentive. 

The 73 ROZ-designated counties are: Allen, Anderson, Barber, Bourbon, Brown, Chase, Chautauqua, Cheyenne, Clark, Clay, Cloud, Coffey, Comanche, Decatur, Doniphan, Edwards, Ellsworth, Elk, Gove, Graham, Grant, Gray, Greeley, Greenwood, Hamilton, Harper, Haskell, Hodgeman, Jackson, Jewell, Kearny, Kingman, Kiowa, Lane, Lincoln, Linn, Logan, Marion, Marshall, Meade, Mitchell, Morris, Morton, Nemaha, Neosho, Ness, Norton, Osborne, Ottawa, Pawnee, Phillips, Pratt, Rawlins, Republic, Rice, Rooks, Rush, Russell, Scott, Sheridan, Sherman, Smith, Stafford, Stanton, Stevens, Trego, Thomas, Wabaunsee, Wallace, Washington, Wichita, Wilson and Woodson.*

Featuring Rural Opportunity Counties
The Kansas Department of Commerce website features an interactive map displaying the 73 Rural Opportunity Zones. Clicking on any of the ROZ counties will bring up pertinent information as well as links to county websites. Individuals and families interested in the incentives offered by ROZ can learn more about ROZ counties and their communities by going to each ROZ County’s website. It is important that web-based, relevant information be available for their consideration.



Website Development Scholarships 
A website with relevant, up-to-date local information is one of the best ways to promote a community, a county and the Rural Opportunity Zones program. There are ROZ counties and communities that are not meaningfully represented on the Internet. To assist, the Kansas Department of Commerce will offer a limited number of scholarships to eligible ROZ counties and/or their communities with populations of 5,000 or less for website development. 



* Montgomery, Cherokee, and Labette counties will be eligible for the ROZ Website Development Scholarship pending addition to the ROZ. Applications for the ROZ Website Development Scholarship from communities in these counties should be submitted by July 15, with final decisions being made pending official inclusion in the ROZ.

Definitions 
Primary Applicant – The County entity, such as the County Commission or the County Economic or Community Development organization, submitting any applications for ROZ Website Scholarships
Applicant Community/County – Any community (or the county itself) included in the county application(s) for a new website
Who may apply?
· The County Commission, County Economic Development Office or County Community Development Office, coming to a common agreement regarding who will be the primary applicant, may submit as many as two (2) applications for scholarships on behalf of their communities or the county itself. Website scholarships are available for ROZ counties and ROZ community applicants with populations of 5,000 or fewer.
· Applications will be for new a website(s) developed by Love Small Town America – www.LoveSmallTownAmerica.com 
· Website scholarships will be for Love Small Town America’s “Package C”: $225 annual fee to include development of a website with annual updates.
Note: If the awarded community or county would like to upgrade the website package for more frequent updates (monthly or weekly) or additional features, they may do so at their own expense, arranged through Love Small Town America. The new website content will represent the awarded community/county only. Additional webpages for community businesses and organizations may be arranged with Love Small Town America under a separate agreement. Counties/communities will be required to assume any additional or future expenses related to each website developed through awarded Website Scholarships. 

This is a competitive process. Selection considerations include, but are not limited to:
1. NEED – Does the county and/or applicant communities have relevant websites? When considering an audience of people seeking information about your county and communities as a place to relocate, can they get the information they need to entice them to come to visit or live?
2. LOCAL AWARENESS AND SUPPORT– Is each applicant community informed about the website scholarship application and do they support the development of a website for their community?
3. PREPAREDNESS – Good websites will require local participation to gather information and photographs – to tell their own stories. Do you have or can you organize a local group committed to provide these things for each website to be developed? At a community level, who will take responsibility for the timely delivery of items to Love Small Town America?
4. PROMOTION – Will the county-wide website provide links to the community websites? Will the Rural Opportunity Zone Program be promoted on the county and community websites? Will local businesses and organizations be encouraged to promote the community websites and the Rural Opportunity Zone Program on their websites?
5. SUSTAINABILITY OF CONTENT – Websites that never change and have old, outdated information become ineffective. Websites with current and relative information and photos will create interest and return visits. Does the county and/or each applicant community have a plan of action for keeping the new websites updated? At a community level, who will be responsible for the timely delivery of updates to Love Small Town America?  
How to apply
· Rural Opportunity Zone counties, by way of County Commissions or Economic Development/Community Development organizations, may submit a maximum of two (2) applications for Website scholarships on behalf of communities in their county and/or the county itself. 

Awards
· Awards will be determined on an individual basis based on the submitted application/evaluation form and awarded to respective counties. 
· Scholarship awards will be announced by May 30, 2014.

Questions may be directed to:
Chris Harris
Kansas Department of Commerce
1000 S.W. Jackson St., Suite 100
Topeka, KS  66612
Phone: (785) 296-6815
TTY: 711
charris@kansascommerce.com

or

Renee Lippincott
Kansas Department of Commerce
Phone: (620) 204-0855
rlippincott@kansascommerce.com


To submit this application
· For each Website Scholarship Application (maximum of 2 per ROZ County), please submit (2) copies of the following information to the Kansas Department of Commerce:
· Original, signed application from the eligible county entity serving as primary applicant specifying the community/county for which application is being made 
· Completed community/county application/evaluation form 
· Any supporting documents, properly labeled for easy identification 
· The application must be postmarked to the following address by July 15, 2014.
· Hand delivered applications must be dropped off by 5 p.m. on July 15, 2014.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kansas Department of Commerce
Attention: Chris Harris
1000 S.W. Jackson St., Suite 100
Topeka, KS  66612-1354

RURAL OPPORTUNITY ZONE – WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT SCHOLARSHIP
ROZ County Application/Evaluation Form

* Please complete and submit for each scholarship application.

ROZ COUNTY NAME: 
COUNTY (OR COMMUNITY) FOR WHICH THIS APPLICATION IS BEING SUBMITTED:
PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON: 
	NAME:
ADDRESS: 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER: 
ALTERNATE CONTACT INFORMATION:




1. NEED:
· Does your county (town) have a current and relevant website? Note: Please do not count the Blue Skyways sites. ☐ YES ☐ NO
Please list any existing community (county) websites:



· When considering an audience of people seeking information about your town (county) as a place to relocate, can they get the information they need on the Internet that will entice them to come to visit? Truthful self-evaluation is important.
Community Information: ☐ YES ☐ NO
Businesses Listings: ☐ YES ☐ NO
School Information: ☐ YES ☐ NO
Real Estate: ☐ YES ☐ NO
News/Events: ☐ YES ☐ NO
Photo Gallery: ☐ YES ☐ NO
Contact information: ☐ YES ☐ NO


· Are there other ways people can find local information outside of the Internet? (Please Explain):


· Please explain why your county (town) needs an updated community website:

2. LOCAL AWARENESS AND SUPPORT: 
· Is your town aware of the Rural Opportunity Zones Program, its purpose and what incentives it offers?  
☐ YES ☐ NO 	For information go to: http://www.kansascommerce.com/rural

· Is your community informed about the Rural Opportunity Zone Website Development Scholarship?  
☐ YES ☐ NO
· Does your town support the development of a community website?  ☐ YES ☐ NO
· Was this website development scholarship opportunity offered to all of your county’s towns for consideration?   ☐ YES ☐ NO

If not, why?

NOTE: Letters of support are helpful. Please limit the number of letters to a maximum of four. 


3. PREPAREDNESS – A good website will require local participation to gather information and photographs – to tell their town’s story. 
· Do you have or can you organize a local group committed to providing information and photographs in a timely manner to Love Small Town America for the purpose of developing a website?  ☐ YES ☐ NO
· Please identify the primary provider for the timely delivery of needed items to Love Small Town America? Please give the name and contact information for the person accepting this responsibility.
NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER: 


4. PROMOTION – To successfully address the challenge of repopulation, the county, towns, organizations and businesses need to work together to address this challenge. 
· Will the Rural Opportunity Zones Program be promoted on the county and community websites?  
☐ YES ☐ NO
· Will the county websites provide links to the community websites?  ☐ YES ☐ NO
· Will local businesses and organizations be encouraged to promote the community websites and the Rural Opportunity Zones Program on their websites?  ☐ YES ☐ NO


5. SUSTAINABILITY OF CONTENT – Websites that never change and have old, outdated information are often ineffective. Websites with current and relative information and photos will create interest and return visits. 
· Please explain your community’s plan of action for keeping the new website updated:


· The website scholarship will cover the first year of fees for Love Small Town America’s “Package C”: $225 annual fee to include yearly updates. The cost for upgrades, additional features and future years of website service will be the responsibility of the local community or county. 
Is your county or town able to pay for website service beyond the first year covered by the scholarship?  ☐ YES ☐ NO
· Who will be responsible for delivering future updates to Love Small Town America?
NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER: 

SIGNATURE OF CHIEF ELECTED OFFICIAL OR CHIEF EXECUTIVE:

I hereby certify that all the information contained in this application is complete and accurate and that I have the authority to sign this application.
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